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          June1, 2005.

Dear War of 1812 Re-enactor, 

     I am writing this letter as an invitation to our War of 1812 Weekend, scheduled for July 16-17, 2005 at Fort George National Historic Site.  As you may know, this event is the first War of 1812 Grand Encampment to take place in Canada, and we are also hosting the War of 1812 School of the Sailor, based at Navy Hall.  Two battle re-enactments, a short parade, and ongoing displays are planned for the weekend.  A highlight of the weekend will be a naval landing and battle commemorating the 1813 Battle of Fort George. Period sutlers are invited to display and sell their wares, and no fees will be charged for this activity.  Supported by the Friends of Fort George, we will be providing breakfast and lunch on both Saturday and Sunday. Participants are on their own for Saturday supper, but we will be placing a bulk order for a chicken dinner for those interested.    Clean straw, firewood, washrooms and showers are also available.  A Tavern is once again planned for Saturday evening.   All participants must register as Parks volunteers in order to participate.  This gives you coverage under our volunteer liability insurance for the duration of the event. 

     Please find enclosed a registration form and general information on our event.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions, suggestions, concerns or requests.  We would appreciate your getting back to us with your registration two weeks before the event to help us with our meal planning. 

     I have included some information on the Canadian Firearms Act.  This information can be accessed at:

 http:\\www.cfc-ccaf.gc.ca/info_for-renseignement/factsheets/powder_e.asp?printVersion=1  Licensing and registration requirements for modern weapons do not apply to antiques and reproductions of flintlock long arms such as muskets and rifles.  No permit is required to bring a flintlock musket or rifle into Canada. You might wish to bring this information with you in case you encounter a Customs officer who may not be aware of the situation.  You must declare that you are bringing a reproduction antique flintlock firearm into Canada at the border.  It should not be loaded, and it should be securely stored and deactivated (Remove flint and/or put on a trigger lock).  We will be informing Canadian and US customs agencies well before the event to minimize problems.  

     I hope that you will be able to attend our War of 1812 weekend.  I look forward to renewing old acquaintances and meeting new friends.  With your help, we can once again put on a terrific weekend of events that will bring to life this important part of our shared Canadian- USA heritage.  

Sincerely,  

David Webb,

Chief of Heritage Presentation,

Niagara National Historic Sites. 

David.Webb@pc.gc.ca
(905) 468-6612

